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Introduction
This project is a documentary following the work of Greenville Fire-Rescue (GFR). The overall guiding questions for this project include the following: 
• How are firefighters/paramedics impacted by their experiences? 
• What is the difference between public perception and the reality of our first responders and the work they do? 
• What is the culture and history of the firehouse and those who work there, and how does this influence their work and the community? 
• In what ways do these firefighters/paramedics serve and contribute to our community, beyond what we see occasionally on television? 
• What are the unique aspects behind specific fire calls, and how does each instance impact the firefighters? 
All of this is intended to provide a good sense of the rarely shared culture of the men and women heroically serving our community.

Background
Greenville Fire-Rescue operates out of six stations dispersed throughout the city of Greenville, NC. GFR follows a national model in that fire and emergency services are combined into one department. Therefore, its workers are both firefighters and paramedics. Each shift, they rotate between working on the fire truck and the ambulance. Workers are divided among three shifts, each which is 24-hours with 48 hours of time off in between. This project followed two different shifts at two different stations: Shift 2 at Station 2 and Shift 3 at Station 1. Station 2 is located near Vidant Medical Center, so its jurisdiction includes many doctors’ offices and nursing home facilities. This station receives the most EMS calls. Station 1 is GFR headquarters, located in downtown Greenville. This station receives the most fire calls.

Method
Greenville Fire-Rescue allows volunteer ride-alongs to shadow and assist with basic tasks on ambulances and fire trucks. In order to obtain the video footage for this documentary, I did several ride-alongs at Station 1 and Station 2 beginning in October of 2014. From October through December, I rode with EMS at Station 2. Beginning in January, I started riding along with EMS and fire at Station 1. My ride-alongs typically lasted approximately five hours. During this time, I collected an average of fifteen to twenty minutes of video footage per ride-along. I recorded in the ambulance or fire truck on the way to calls, then put the camera away once we arrived on-scene to ensure privacy protection for those we were assisting. While at the station between calls, I videoed daily tasks and interactions. This is also when I conducted interviews with the GFR workers. The more time I spent with them, the more comfortable they were with me and the more they were willing to share with me. So far, I have created one short video as a trailer for the documentary. I have been editing video footage and interviews periodically throughout this process.

Purpose and Explanation
The purpose of this documentary is to shed light on the often overlooked contributions that our first responders make to the Greenville community. It aims to expand the public’s understanding of the work Greenville firefighters and paramedics do. The following experiences have been recorded and will be portrayed in the documentary: 
• Brief history of Greenville Fire-Rescue 
• En-route to several EMS calls, including but not limited to: 
• Sports injuries 
• Car accidents 
• Medical transport from doctors’ offices, medical facilities, nursing homes, etc. 
• Minor medical emergencies (breathing problems, anxiety attacks, high blood pressure, etc.) 
• Interviews with several Greenville Fire-Rescue workers 
• Daily tasks completed in-house at the station, including but not limited to: 
• Planning and preparation 
• Various training activities 
• Post-emergency review and assessment 
• Regular station chores 
• Cooking and dining 

Conclusion
This project has allowed me to grow immensely as a journalist. Journalism is defined by sharing stories that need to be told. The stories of our first responders and the work they do are worth being told. As a volunteer ride-along, I was the first on-scene for several breaking news events. I had access to places, people, and information that other journalists did not. Editing and producing the documentary has enabled me to further develop my technical skills along with my story-telling skills. I will continue riding with Greenville Fire-Rescue through the end of April. Along the way, I will keep editing the video footage and adding to my documentary. The documentary will be completed, approved by Greenville Fire-Rescue, and made public online in early May.
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